
REPORTING WITH SOCIAL MEDIA 
By Marina Hendricks 
 
Overview and Rationale:  
Today’s technology gives students a number of tools to use in reporting, including social 
media. In this lesson, students study how these tools are being used by other news and 
media organizations, and discuss how to employ them in their own work while still 
maintaining journalistic objectivity.    
 
Goals for Understanding:  
Essential question 
How can we use social networking tools effectively in our reporting?  
 
Critical engagement questions 
How do other news and media organizations use these tools? 
What are the differences between journalistic and public relations applications of these 
tools? 
What steps can we take to use these tools journalistically? 
     
Overviews and Timeline: 
Activity 1 (one 50-minute class) 
Prior to class, the instructor will collect examples of how other student publications are 
using social media to gather and report news. S/he will take care to find a variety of 
examples – breaking news, sports updates and promotional announcements. Students 
will review these examples, discuss their effectiveness and evaluate them on their 
journalistic vs. public relations merits. As “food for thought” to aid in this discussion, the 
instructor will share the quote from “The Elements of Journalism” (see Reference). 
 
Activity 2 (one or two 50-minute classes)    
Students will study social media techniques of local, regional and/or national news and 
media organizations (including high school media – see Resources). The instructor will 
advise them to look for examples from newspapers, magazines, broadcast stations 
and/or channels, Web-only publications, trade organizations such as the Newspaper 
Association of America and the Society of Professional Journalists, and even brands and 
products, if time permits. Students will share their findings with the class. The instructor 
will encourage them to articulate why they believe some examples are more effective 
and journalistically sound than others. 
 
Activity 3 (one 50-minute class) 
The instructor will invite a representative from a local media outlet to talk with the class 
about how his/her organization uses social media, how decisions are made on what 
information to share in this format and how to craft effective and journalistically sound 
messages. Prior to the discussion, the instructor will brief the guest speaker on students’ 
progress in lessons to this point and share copies of the social media plan/policy. 
 
Assessment (one 50-minute class) 
Led by an editor, students will review their master accuracy list from the Verification 
lesson as they discuss how to incorporate social media into their reporting practices. 
Students should refer to their social media plan, draft policy and job descriptions during 
this discussion and identify what should be changed, elaborate upon or added. Once 
consensus is reached, the editor will update the plan, policy and descriptions as needed. 



Grading will be based on participation in class and group discussions and demonstrated 
ability to analyze situations in a mature, logical fashion. 
 
Reference: 
“The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and the Public Should 
Expect” by Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel, p. 113-137 
 
Quote from “Elements” for Activity 1: 
 
“The journalist is committed to society. The model is not disinterested. It is not cynical. It 
is not disengaged. The journalist’s role is predicated on a special kind of engagement – 
being dedicated to informing the public, but not to playing a direct role as an activist. It 
might be called ‘engaged independence.’ ” (p. 135) 

 
Resources: 
High School Media on Twitter (spreadsheet) 
http://www.jeadigitalmedia.org/2009/04/02/high-school-media-on-twitter/ 
 
High School Media on Facebook (spreadsheet) 
http://www.jeadigitalmedia.org/2009/11/06/high-school-media-on-facebook/ 

 
Note: This lesson was adapted from one originally created for Kent State University’s 
Ethics of Mass Communication online course in fall 2009. 

 
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading (grades 6-12) 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions 
drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text. 
Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices 
shape meaning or tone. 
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 
larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other 
and the whole. 
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including 
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 
validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

http://www.jeadigitalmedia.org/2009/04/02/high-school-media-on-twitter/
http://www.jeadigitalmedia.org/2009/11/06/high-school-media-on-facebook/
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf


9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing (grades 6-12) 
Text Types and Purposes 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused 
questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening (grades 6-12) 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information 
and enhance understanding of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language (grades 6-12) 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 
Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general 
and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 



6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 


