
SOCIAL MEDIA PLAN 
By Marina Hendricks 
 
Overview and Rationale:  
Based on what they have learned in previous lessons, students will develop an initial 
draft of a social media plan for their news organization. They will revisit the plan on a 
regular basis during the remainder of this unit, revising as they deem appropriate with 
respect to what they learn from their usage of social media.  
 
Goals for Understanding:  
Essential question: 
How can we incorporate social media into our news operation? 
 
Critical engagement questions: 
What social media tools do we want to use? 
How do we want to use them? 
What possible obstacles might we encounter? 
How will we deal with those obstacles? 
     
Overviews and Timeline: 
Activity 1 (one or two 50-minute classes) 
Led by an editor, students will review their findings from the Why Social Media?, Social 
Media Usage and Social Media Mix lessons. They will use “Questions student staffs 
should discuss before entering the social media environment” (see link in 
Reference/Resource) to help guide the discussion.  
 
Activity 2 (one or two 50-minute classes)    
In small groups (three to four students each), students will create rough drafts of a social 
media plan for their news operation. Groups should consider what social media tools 
best fit the school community, how these tools could be used, what obstacles they might 
encounter in using these tools and how they will deal with such setbacks.  
 
Assessment (one or two 50-minute classes) 
Groups will present their plans. Led by an editor, students will decide which plan (or 
which elements from multiple plans) they want to use. Once consensus has been 
reached, the editor will complete a draft of the plan and provide all students with a copy. 
Students will revise the plan as they deem appropriate during the lessons that make up 
the remainder of this unit. Grading will be based on participation in class discussions and 
demonstrated ability to analyze situations in a mature, logical fashion. 
 
Reference/Resource: 
“Questions student staffs should discuss before entering the social media environment” 
http://www.jeasprc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Questionsstudentstaffsshould 
discussbefore-enteringsocialmedia-environment.pdf 

 
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing (grades 6-12) 
 
Text Types and Purposes 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 
and collaborate with others. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening (grades 6-12) 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language (grades 6-12) 
 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general 
and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 


