
A LOOK AT SOCIAL MEDIA POLICIES, part 1  
By Marina Hendricks 
 
Overview and Rationale:  
The addition of social media to a school’s publication mix requires careful consideration 
of how it will affect the news operation – and those involved with it. In this lesson, the 
first of two, students assess their school district’s policy on electronic media and develop 
a plan to address any conflicts that might arise from their use of social media.  
 
Goals for Understanding:  
Essential question: 
How can we advocate for social media freedom?  
 
Critical engagement questions: 
What are the key elements of our school district’s policy on electronic media with respect 
to our program? 
Is there anything in our school district’s policy on electronic media that might affect our 
plans to use social media? 
If so, how can we resolve these issues in a manner that meets our needs and addresses 
the concerns of our stakeholders? 
     
Overviews and Timeline: 
Activity 1 (one 50-minute class) 
Prior to class, the instructor will obtain the school district’s policy on electronic media. 
The instructor will provide copies for all students (or a link so that students can look up 
the policy on their own). Students will review the policy individually, noting questions or 
concerns. Led by an editor, students will discuss the policy and their questions/concerns. 
Students will examine their social media plan and identify any potential conflicts between 
it and the district’s policy.  
 
Activity 2 (two 50-minute classes)    
The instructor will assign students to pairs or small groups (three to four students each). 
Each team will seek input on the conflicts identified in Activity 1 by interviewing the news 
organization’s stakeholders: students, teachers, librarians, media specialists, IT 
personnel, administrators, school board members, parents, community members and 
others. The instructor and the editor will work with teams to help them prepare for the 
interviews. 
 
Assessment (one or two 50-minute classes) 
Led by an editor, teams will share their findings. Students will brainstorm on how to 
reconcile their social media plan with stakeholders’ concerns and will update the plan 
with strategies designed to resolve these issues (for example, educational sessions with 
various stakeholder groups, meetings with administrators, etc.). Students also will 
prepare for part 2 of this lesson by discussing how their findings might influence the 
development of their own social media policy. Grading will be based on participation in 
team and class discussions and demonstrated ability to analyze situations in a mature, 
logical fashion. 
 
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf


 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading (grades 6-12) 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions 
drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices 
shape meaning or tone. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing (grades 6-12) 
Text Types and Purposes 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused 
questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening (grades 6-12) 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language (grades 6-12) 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 
 
 



Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general 
and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A LOOK AT SOCIAL MEDIA POLICIES, part 2 
By Marina Hendricks 
 
Overview and Rationale:  
The addition of social media to a school’s publication mix requires careful consideration 
of how it will affect the news operation – and those involved with it. This lesson, the 
second of two, is designed to give students a working knowledge of social media policies 
used by other news organizations so they can begin drafting their own.  
 
Goals for Understanding:  
Essential question: 
What will our social media policy look like? 
 
Critical engagement questions: 
What are the characteristics of an effective social media policy? 
What are the characteristics of an ineffective social media policy? 
What lessons from both can we apply to the creation (or revision) of our policy? 
     
Overviews and Timeline: 
Activity 1 (one 50-minute class plus time as needed) 
Using the links provided in References/Resources, students will evaluate social media 
policies. The instructor may wish to assign policies to small groups (three to four 
students), pairs or individual students if time is an issue (one policy per team/person). As 
they review, students will prepare notes on the pros and cons of the policies. 
 
Activity 2 (one or two 50-minute classes)    
Students will present their findings from the policy review. Led by an editor, students will 
discuss what policy points would fit (or not fit) the school setting. The editor will take 
notes on the board or a flip chart. 
 
Assessment (one or two 50-minute classes) 
Led by an editor, students will discuss whether they should develop a social media 
policy or revise their existing editorial policy to include social media. Information 
gathered throughout this two-part lesson should be used to help frame the discussion. 
Once consensus is reached, students will collaborate on a first draft of the policy or 
revision. They also will revisit their social media plan and determine if any revisions are 
needed in light of what they have learned in this two-part lesson. Grading will be based 
on participation in team and/or class discussions and demonstrated ability to analyze 
situations in a mature, logical fashion. 
 
References/Resources: 
“The 10 Best Practices for Social Media” 
http://asne.org/resources/10_best_practices_for_social_media.aspx 
 
“AP Updates Social Media Guidelines a Week After Warning Staffers About Expressing 
Opinions” (note links at end to several policies) 
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/romenesko/139117/ap-updates-social-media-
guidelines-a-week-after-warning-staffers-about-expressing-opinions/ 
 
 
 

http://asne.org/resources/10_best_practices_for_social_media.aspx
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/romenesko/139117/ap-updates-social-media-guidelines-a-week-after-warning-staffers-about-expressing-opinions/
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/romenesko/139117/ap-updates-social-media-guidelines-a-week-after-warning-staffers-about-expressing-opinions/


“Poynter, Newsrooms Develop Social Networking Policies for Journalists on Facebook, 
MySpace, Twitter” 
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/everyday-ethics/93592/poynter-newsrooms-develop-
social-networking-policies-for-journalists-on-facebook-myspace-twitter/ 
 
The Washington Post Digital Publishing Guidelines/Social Media 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/guidelines/social-media.html 
 
Radio Television Digital News Association/Social Media and Blogging Guidelines 
http://www.rtdna.org/pages/media_items/social-media-and-blogging-guidelines1915.php 
 
Journalism Education Association Digital Media Resources 
Archives for Social Media Policies 
http://www.jeadigitalmedia.org/category/resources/social-media-policies/ 
 
National Public Radio/Social Media Guidelines 
http://www.npr.org/about/aboutnpr/ethics/social_media_guidelines.html 
 
Public Media Social Media Handbook/Writing a Social Media Policy 
National Center for Media Engagement 
http://mediaengage.org/socialmediahandbook/07-writing.cfm 
 
PBS Social Media Policy 
http://www.slideshare.net/jdcoffman/pbs-employee-social-media-policy 
 
Online Ethics Guidelines for Student Media (first two downloads) 
Journalism Education Association Scholastic Press Rights Commission 
http://www.jeasprc.org/?p=4186  
 
Model Social Media Policy for Missouri School Districts 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/163a-
kU4I0OTW7aDFHsZWQkVx3G7k8NUmxiQ062kbMqk/edit?hl=en_US&pli=1 

 
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading (grades 6-12) 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions 
drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including 
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently. 

http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/everyday-ethics/93592/poynter-newsrooms-develop-social-networking-policies-for-journalists-on-facebook-myspace-twitter/
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/everyday-ethics/93592/poynter-newsrooms-develop-social-networking-policies-for-journalists-on-facebook-myspace-twitter/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/guidelines/social-media.html
http://www.rtdna.org/pages/media_items/social-media-and-blogging-guidelines1915.php
http://www.jeadigitalmedia.org/category/resources/social-media-policies/
http://www.npr.org/about/aboutnpr/ethics/social_media_guidelines.html
http://mediaengage.org/socialmediahandbook/07-writing.cfm
http://www.slideshare.net/jdcoffman/pbs-employee-social-media-policy
http://www.jeasprc.org/?p=4186
https://docs.google.com/document/d/163a-kU4I0OTW7aDFHsZWQkVx3G7k8NUmxiQ062kbMqk/edit?hl=en_US&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/163a-kU4I0OTW7aDFHsZWQkVx3G7k8NUmxiQ062kbMqk/edit?hl=en_US&pli=1
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf


 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing (grades 6-12) 
Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening (grades 6-12) 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language (grades 6-12) 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general 
and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
 


