
VERIFICATION  
By Marina Hendricks 
 
Overview and Rationale:  
Journalists spend much time and expend great effort on producing stories. That hard 
work can be undone in an instant by an error. Mistakes make the journalist and 
publication look bad, and they also undermine the audience’s trust. This lesson is 
designed to help students understand the importance of verification. 
 
Goals for Understanding:  
Essential question 
Why do we need to verify the information we collect for stories?  
 
Critical engagement questions 
What are ways we can verify information? 
How does our use of social media affect our verification practices?  
     
Overviews and Timeline: 
Activity 1 (one 50-minute class) 
The instructor will present the “An Ounce of Prevention” PowerPoint. An editor and a 
staff writer (both chosen in advance by the instructor) will model a critique session by 
using the accuracy checklist to review a recent story by the writer. In small groups (three 
to four students each), students will brainstorm on what an accuracy checklist for the 
school publication might look like. 
   
Assessment (one 50-minute class): 
Groups will share their checklists. Led by an editor, students will decide which items 
from the various checklists to incorporate into a master list. This list will be used in the 
Social Media and Reporting lesson. Students should refer to their social media plan, 
draft policy and job descriptions during this discussion. Grading will be based on 
participation in class and group discussions and demonstrated ability to analyze 
situations in a mature, logical fashion. 
 
References: 
“The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and the Public Should 
Expect” by Bill Kovach & Tom Rosenstiel, p. 78-110. 
 
“Online Ethics Guidelines for Student Media” (and related downloads) 
http://www.jeasprc.org/?p=4186 
 
Resources: 
“An Ounce of Prevention” PowerPoint  
http://slidesha.re/wuA0p8 
 
Note: This lesson was adapted from one originally created for Kent State University’s 
Ethics of Mass Communication online course in fall 2009. 
 
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 
 

http://slidesha.re/wuA0p8
http://www.jeasprc.org/?p=4186
http://slidesha.re/wuA0p8
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf


College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading (grades 6-12) 
Key Ideas and Details 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including 
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing (grades 6-12) 
Text Types and Purposes 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening (grades 6-12) 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language (grades 6-12) 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 

 


