
WHY SOCIAL MEDIA? 
By Marina Hendricks 
 
Overview and Rationale:  
More than three-quarters (76 percent) of high school students use social media at least 
several times a week to find news and information – and 47 percent spend some time 
while there seeking information about what is happening at school. These statistics from 
the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation’s 2011 “Future of the First Amendment” 
study help explain why social media are becoming more prevalent in scholastic 
journalism programs. Before adding these tools to the publication mix, high school 
journalists should carefully consider their reasons for adopting social media. This lesson 
helps them think through the issues and begin formulating a plan for social media 
implementation. 
 
Goals for Understanding:  
Essential questions: 
Do social media have a role in our news operation? 
If so, how will we define that role? 
 
Critical engagement questions: 
Why do we want to use social media? 
How could we use it? 
What potential issues could result from our use of social media? 
How will we address those issues? 
     
Overviews and Timeline: 
Activity 1 (one or two 50-minute classes) 
Students will review the Knight Foundation’s 2011 “Future of the First Amendment” study 
in class (or prior to class if time is an issue). They should pay special attention to the 
information concerning use of and attitudes toward social media. Led by an editor, 
students will talk about the social media findings for both survey groups (students and 
teachers) and their relevance for the school’s news operation. A starter point for 
discussion could be the study’s finding that “69 percent of students, but only 36 percent 
of teachers, agree that ‘students should be allowed to express their opinions about 
teachers and school administrators on Facebook without worrying about being punished 
at school for what they say.’ ” How might that affect the school news operation’s use of 
social media? 
 
Activity 2 (two 50-minute classes)    
With the links provided in Resources, students will explore how other schools are using 
social media. Students may conduct their explorations individually, in pairs or in small 
groups (three to four students each). The instructor may want to provide general 
guidance at the start of the activity to ensure that students evaluate a wide variety of 
programs. Students will take notes as they evaluate. Led by an editor, students will 
share their observations. The editor will note highlights of the discussion on a board or 
flip chart. 
 
Activity 3 (two 50-minute classes plus time as needed)  
Students will interview local social media practitioners (for example, reporters who tweet) 
and teachers who use social media in their classrooms about the pros and cons of these 
platforms. Students may work individually, in pairs or in small groups. Interviews may be 

http://www.knightfoundation.org/publications/future-first-amendment-2011


conducted in person, by telephone or via a video chat platform that is open to students 
their age. The instructor may want to provide guidance on questions as students prepare 
for their interviews. Led by an editor, students will share their interview findings. The 
editor will note highlights and common points of the discussion on a board or flip chart. 
 
Assessment (two 50-minute classes plus time as needed) 
Led by an editor, students will use what they learned in the activities as they brainstorm 
on a list of potential social media issues. The editor will write the list on a board or flip 
chart. Students should come up with a solution/answer for each issue. In small groups, 
students will develop presentations around these issues for future use in educational 
outreach to the school community. The instructor will encourage students to use different 
formats for their presentations: PowerPoints, slideshows, videos, role-playing 
demonstrations, etc. Grading will be based on participation in class discussions and 
demonstrated ability to analyze situations in a mature, logical fashion. 
 
Reference: 
“Future of the First Amendment: 2011 Survey of High School Students and Teachers” by 
Kenneth Dautrich for The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, pp. 10-11, 17. 
http://www.knightfoundation.org/publications/future-first-amendment-2011 
 
Resources: 
High School Media Online (map and links) 
http://www.jeadigitalmedia.org/high-school-media-online/ 
 
High School Media on Twitter (spreadsheet) 
http://www.jeadigitalmedia.org/2009/04/02/high-school-media-on-twitter/ 
 
High School Media on Facebook (spreadsheet) 
http://www.jeadigitalmedia.org/2009/11/06/high-school-media-on-facebook/ 
 
High School/Teen News Organizations (links) 
http://www.hsj.org/Students/index.cfm?requestAction=goMenuContent&menu_id=5&Cm
sPagesID=242 

 
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading (grades 6-12) 
 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions 
drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including 
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 
validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing (grades 6-12) 
 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused 
questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening (grades 6-12) 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information 
and enhance understanding of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language (grades 6-12) 
 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general 
and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 


