
PICTURE … PERFECT? (Part I)       
 
Overview and Rationale:  
 
Although it is impossible to anticipate every scenario involving visual images, an ethics 
policy that includes guidelines for photographs and video will help students to make 
decisions when faced with difficult situations. In this lesson, students assess examples 
of ethically challenged images and think about how they want to update their 
publication’s ethics policy with respect to visual images.    
 
Goals for Understanding:  
 
Essential question 
How do we recognize visual images that might raise ethical concerns?  
 
Critical engagement questions 
What ethical issues might lead to problems with visual images?  
How can we supplement our ethics policy so that we will be better prepared to deal with 
potentially troublesome visual images? 
     
Overviews and Timeline: 
 
Activity 1 (one or two classes)    
Using Photo Tampering Throughout History and other resources (see References), the 
instructor will show examples of the following ethical issues in visual imagery:  

• Balancing the right to privacy and newsworthiness  
• Staging video and news photographs 
• Changing images electronically 
• Selective editing to support a point of view 
• Using unrelated “eyewash” (stock images) and file photos in news 

 
In class or for homework, students will choose one photo each and will write short 
essays (no more than 300 words) defending or justifying their selections. Students will 
conclude their essays by answering the following questions: “Is this a principle that I 
would want everyone to follow? Why or why not?” (Students could put together 
multimedia presentations in lieu of writing essays.) 

 
Activity 2 (one or two classes) 
Students will share their essays with the class. They then will review the National Press 
Photographers Association Code of Ethics, discussing as a class points with which they 
agree or disagree. They also will note points that they think need further amplification 
with respect to the school setting. 
  
Assessment (one class): 
 
Led by an editor, students will brainstorm on how to include statements about visual 
images in the publication’s ethics policy. Grading will be based on participation in class 
discussions and demonstrated ability to analyze situations in a mature, logical fashion. 
 
 
 



References: 
 
Photo Tampering Throughout History  
FourandSix Technologies Inc. 
http://www.fourandsix.com/photo-tampering-history/ 
 
Pulitzer Prize/Breaking News Photography winners 
http://www.pulitzer.org/bycat/Breaking-News-Photography 
 
John Kerry-Jane Fonda photo 
http://www.fourandsix.com/photo-tampering-history/category/2004 
 
O.J. Simpson magazine cover 
http://www.fourandsix.com/photo-tampering-history/tag/race-and-gender 
 
National Press Photographers Association Code of Ethics 
https://nppa.org/code_of_ethics 
 
“How Good People Make Tough Choices: Resolving the Dilemmas of Ethical Living”  
by Rushworth M. Kidder 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Good-People-Make-Tough-Choices/dp/B005SNBO3Q/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1358304658&sr=1-2&keywords=how+good+people+make+tough+choices
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