
PICTURE … PERFECT? (Part II)       
 
Overview and Rationale:  
 
As students learned in part 1, publishing visual images sometimes calls for balancing the 
right to privacy with newsworthiness. In this lesson, students consider the story of Ki Suk 
Han and reflect on how it might help them formulate an ethical statement on the use of 
disturbing images in the school publication.     
 
Goals for Understanding:  
 
Essential question 
Is it appropriate to run disturbing images in our publication?  
 
Critical engagement questions 
What if the images feature people from our school? 
What criteria can we use to justify our decision to run (or not run) such images?  
How would we present a story with such images? 
     
Overviews and Timeline: 
 
Activity 1 (one class) 
Students will review initial coverage of a New York man’s death after he was pushed in 
front of a subway train.  
 
1. “Suspect Confesses in Pushing Death of Queens Dad in Times Square Subway 
Station” 
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/manhattan/nightmare_on_subway_tracks_GgvCtkeJj6cTeyxHns2VNP 
 
2. “New York Post Faces Backlash Over Front-page Photo of Man ‘About to Die’ on 
Subway Track” 
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/mediawire/197056/new-york-post-faces-backlash-over-front-page-photo-
of-man-about-to-die-on-subway-track/ 
 
3. “NY Post Photog: ‘Every Time I Close My Eyes, I See the Image of Death’ ”  
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/mediawire/197176/ny-post-subway-photog-every-time-i-close-my-eyes-i-
see-the-image-of-death/ 
 
4. “Train Wreck: the New York Post’s Subway Cover” 
http://mediadecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/12/05/train-wreck-the-new-york-posts-subway-cover/ 
 
Students will follow the links in stories 2-4 and conduct their own Internet searches to 
find additional examples of how this story was covered. 
 
Activity 2 (two or three classes)    
Students will discuss what they found in the previous day’s research. The instructor then 
will assign them to small groups, with each group discussing one of the following issues:  
 
1. Would we run this in our publication? Why or why not? Is there a privacy issue? 
 
2. What if this story involved someone from our school? (The group will address both 
“pro” and “con” sides.) 



 
3. What materials could we gather in support of our decision to run – or not run – this 
photo? (The group will address both.)   
 
4. How would we present this story? What changes (if any) would we make to the New 
York Post’s presentation?  
 
Using role-playing, research, design and other techniques, each group will come up with 
a solution for its issue. 
 
Assessment (one or two classes): 
 
Groups will present their solutions to the class. Led by an editor, the class will discuss 
how images of a graphic nature will be treated in the school publication. The goal will be 
to draft a statement for the publication’s ethics policy. Grading will be based on 
participation in class discussions and demonstrated ability to analyze situations in a 
mature, logical fashion. 
 
References: 
 
Ethics of Mass Communication online course, Kent State University, week 7 overview, 
fall 2009; and stories listed in Activity 1.   
 


